[Known gene interactions as implicated in craniofacial development].
Many genes intervening in development, morphogenesis and craniofacial growth have been identified, primarily by the use of mice mutants. We can distinguish two families: the signalling factors and the transcription factors. The latter interact with DNA to activate or to inhibit the expression of other genes. Some of the transcription factors are called homeogenes because they interact with DNA by a sequence of amino acids known as homeobox that has been carefully conserved throughout the course of evolution. Those factors interact, and signalling cascades have been described. Current research projects seek to discern the exact role of each of these genes in craniofacial growth and to develop a better understanding of the interactions between them.